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*****This clear and fine perception of what may be called the anaesthetic element in the Victorian era was, undoubtedly, the work of a great
reformer: it requires a fine effort of the imagination to see an evil that surrounds us on every side. The manner in which Morris carried out his
crusade may, considering the circumstances, be called triumphant. Our carpets began to bloom under our feet like the meadows in spring, and our
hitherto prosaic stools and sofas seemed growing legs and arms at their own wild will. An element of freedom and rugged dignity came in with
plain and strong ornaments of copper and iron. So delicate and universal has been the revolution in domestic art that almost every family in
England has had its taste cunningly and treacherously improved, and if we look back at the early Victorian drawing-rooms it is only to realise the
strange but essential truth that art, or human decoration, has, nine times out of ten in history, made things uglier than they were before, from the
coiffure of a Papuan savage to the wall-paper of a British merchant in 1830.
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