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***xx Excerpt from Descriptive Lecture There are many living whose earliest recollections are recitals of incidents during the War of the Revolution
by aged grand or great-grand parents or others who had vivid recollections of the war which gained our independence as a nation and established
the United States of America as a separate republic, founded upon the principle of self-government. The valor of our fathers, the heroism of the
colonists, and the long struggle against a mighty and powerful nation, with ultimate victory and independence, so often quoted, kindled the fires of
patriotism upon the altar of American hearts. The sub.sequent wars of 1812 with England and of 1846 with Mexico, which resulted victoriously for us,
tended to educate us in the belief that we were invincible in war! Fourth of July orators stirred our hearts with apostrophes to the American Flag,
which was declared to be the greatest flag on earth, as it waved unmolested on every sea and in every land under the sun, giving protection to an
American citizen everywhere on the habitable globe, and guaranteeing him his rights and privileges, as an American, at home or abroad The
American Eagle, perched upon the staff to which was attached our flag, was eulogized as the proudest and greatest bird in all the earth! He could
fly higher, swoop down lower, soar longer, and measure more from tip to tip than any other national bird. All this with reference to the flag and
eagle was sentiment; but it educated Young America patriotically, so that when the glorious old stars and stripes - emblems of national unity - was
fired upon at Sumter, the Northern heart...
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